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continue to save lives on places like the con-
tinent of Africa by battling HIV/AIDS. In 
other words, we talked about our obligations 
in the world to make it more peaceful. 

I find it interesting that my dad fought the 
Japanese, and his son is working to keep the 
peace with the Japanese. Something hap-
pened after World War II: Japan adopted a 
Japanese-style democracy. And the lesson is, 
liberty has got the capacity to convert an 
enemy into an ally. Liberty is powerful. Lib-
erty has got the capacity to change regions 
of hopelessness and despair—the type of 
thing that the extremists exploit to achieve 
their dark vision—it has the capacity to 
change regions to hope and optimism. Some-
day, someday, elected leaders from the Mid-
dle East will be sitting down with an Amer-
ican President talking about keeping the 
peace, and a generation of Americans will 
be better off for it. 

And I thank you for giving me a chance 
to share with you the important issues facing 
our electorate. And these are fundamental 
issues, and they’re important issues that will 
determine how you live and the world in 
which your children grow up. 

See, if you think health care decisions 
should remain in the hands of bureaucrats 
and insurance companies, then you ought to 
just vote for the Democrats. If you believe 
you and your doctor should control your 
health care decisions, vote Republican. 

If you think trial lawyers should be allowed 
to continue driving out good doctors and 
honest job creators, vote Democrat. If you 
believe that we should rein in the trial law-
yers and protect our physicians and small- 
business owners from junk lawsuits, support 
the Republicans. 

If you think activist judges should be al-
lowed to redefine our country and issue new 
laws from the bench, vote Democrat. If you 
believe that the role of the judge is to strictly 
interpret the Constitution and leave legis-
lating to legislators, vote Republican. 

If you think your family budget can afford 
more taxes, you vote Democrat. If you be-
lieve you pay more than enough in taxes and 
you would rather invest your money and save 
your money and spend your money the way 
you see fit, vote Republican. 

And if you think the way to best protect 
America and win the war against these terror-
ists is to simply criticize and offer no plan, 
vote Democrat. But if you believe the way 
to win the war on terror and to protect the 
United States is to stay on the offense and 
to work hard to lay the foundation of peace 
for generations to come, you vote Marilyn 
Musgrave back to the United States Con-
gress. 

I’m proud to be with you. Go from this 
hall and turn out the vote. Find your friends 
and neighbors, and get them to the poll. And 
come election day, we’ll have a great victory, 
and the country will be better off for it. 

God bless. May God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. at Island 
Grove Regional Park. In his remarks, he referred 
to Colorado State Treasurer Mike Coffman; 
former Representative Robert W. Schaffer of Col-
orado; Mayor Tom Selders of Greeley, CO; 
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Usama 
bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organi-
zation; former Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi 
of Japan; and Chairman Kim Jong Il of North 
Korea. 

Remarks on Departure From Waco, 
Texas 
November 5, 2006 

Former Iraqi President Hussein Trial 
Verdict 

Today Saddam Hussein was convicted and 
sentenced to death by the Iraqi High Tri-
bunal for the massacres committed by his re-
gime in the town of Dujayl. Saddam Hus-
sein’s trial is a milestone in the Iraqi people’s 
efforts to replace the rule of a tyrant with 
the rule of law. It’s a major achievement for 
Iraq’s young democracy and its constitutional 
government. 

During Saddam Hussein’s trial, the court 
received evidence from 130 witnesses. The 
man who once struck fear in the hearts of 
Iraqis had to listen to free Iraqis recount the 
acts of torture and murder that he ordered 
against their families and against them. 
Today the victims of this regime have re-
ceived a measure of the justice which many 
thought would never come. 
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Saddam Hussein will have an automatic 
right to appeal his sentence; he will continue 
to receive the due process and the legal rights 
that he denied to the Iraqi people. Iraq has 
a lot of work ahead as it builds its society 
that delivers equal justice and protects all its 
citizens. Yet history will record today’s judg-
ment as an important achievement on the 
path to a free and just and unified society. 

The United States is proud to stand with 
the Iraqi people. We will continue to support 
Iraq’s unity Government as it works to bring 
peace to its great country. We appreciate the 
determination and bravery of the Iraqi secu-
rity forces, who are stepping forward to de-
fend their free nation. And we give our 
thanks to the men and women of America’s 
Armed Forces, who have sacrificed so much 
for the cause of freedom in Iraq—and 
they’ve sacrificed for the security of the 
United States. Without their courage and 
skill, today’s verdict would not have hap-
pened. On behalf of the American people, 
I thank every American who wears the uni-
form, I thank their families, and I thank them 
for their service and their sacrifice. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:17 p.m. at the 
Texas State Technical College Waco Airport. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks at a Nebraska Victory 2006 
Rally in Grand Island, Nebraska 
November 5, 2006 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thanks for coming. Thanks for inviting me. 
So Laura says, ‘‘What do you think we ought 
to do on our 29th wedding anniversary?’’ I 
said, ‘‘Why don’t I go to Grand Island, Ne-
braska, because there are some people I want 
to thank in advance of what you’re going to 
do on November 7th.’’ 

I want to thank you for working hard. I 
want to thank you for voting. I want to thank 
you for sending Adrian Smith and Pete 
Ricketts to Washington, DC. You’d be happy 
to hear she agrees. [Laughter] She said, ‘‘You 
go ahead on; you go tell them, I agree with 
you.’’ So she sends her love, and on this, our 

29th anniversary, I’m proud to say, I love her 
dearly. 

Seems like to me, when you want some-
body to represent you in the Congress, you 
need somebody who has lived here their 
whole life and who understands Nebraska 
values. Seems like to me, if you’re from this 
part of the world, you’d better have you 
somebody who understands what it means 
to be a farmer and a rancher representing 
you in the United States Congress. And that 
person is Adrian Smith. 

I also appreciate you coming out to sup-
port Pete Ricketts. He’s a small-business 
man; he’s a successful small-business man. 
Let me tell you, we’ve got too many lawyers 
in Washington. Send somebody to Wash-
ington who has met a payroll, and that person 
is Pete Ricketts for the United States Senate. 
I appreciate Susanne Ricketts for standing 
with Pete and working just as hard as he is. 

I want to thank your Governor, Governor 
Dave Heineman, and his wife, Sally, for 
being with us today. One of these days he 
and I are going to be members of the ex- 
Governors club. [Laughter] But I know 
you’re proud of the job he’s doing. He’s set-
ting high standards and working hard to ac-
complish that which he said he would do on 
the campaign trail. 

I appreciate very much being here with 
a fine United States Senator—a man I call 
a friend and a person I know you call friend, 
Chuck Hagel. From the First Congressional 
District, Jeff Fortenberry and his wife, Ce-
leste, is with us. And from the Second Con-
gressional District, Lee Terry and his wife, 
Robyn, have joined us. It’s a good sign when 
the Congressmen from neighboring districts 
are coming in. See, they smell a winner. They 
understand what’s about to happen on elec-
tion day. 

Proud to be here with your Lieutenant 
Governor, Sheehy, your attorney general, 
Bruning, and your secretary of state, Gale. 
Thank you all for coming. 

I had an opportunity to say hello to his 
honor, your mayor. Mr. Mayor, thank you 
for being here. I appreciate you coming. I’m 
honored you’re here. My only advice is, pave 
the potholes. [Laughter] Although Mr. 
Mayor, if you please, I didn’t feel any on the 
way in. 
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